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:Qfp<>g<p<xj^HE  SayJflg  is  not  fo  old  as  true,  HethatVffuJctp. 
"  '^^  "*'        to  buy  Counf el. cheapo  JJjall  buy  Repefitanc?-    dear,\ 

neither  let  any  mock.^  Msn  in  his  Mifery^but 
ra\h,er  be\yajc   by  hirn   how  to   avoid  the  'ilo^e 
misfortUBe  :  If  you  intend  to  do  any  good,  H^- 
....  fer  it  not  til!  the  next  Day,  for  thou  knowpft 

not  wliat  ipay  happen  over  Night  to  prevent  thee^  peh  \d 
thy  felf  in  a  L^>oklng  glafs,  if  thou  appea-eft  beaa'ifui,  d..  ^\i.h. 
things  as  may  become  thy  Beauty  ;  but  if  thou  feemc^vf^/td  pr 
deformed,  let  the  actions  ot  thy  Life  make  good  \^t  fpendor 
which  thy  Face  lacketh.  Tell  not  thy  mind  to  evie,r  ^ian, 
make  thy  felf  in  debt  to  no  Man  ;  be  a  Friend  to. fqvy  iVl<'r!,b^ 
courteous  to  all  Men;  let  thy  Wit  he  thy  Friend,  thy  M^iiii 
th)  Companion,  thy  Tongue  thy  Seryani  \  let  V^ertue  be  th^" 
Life,  Valour  thy  Love,  Honour  thy  F...:nc,  and  Heaven "chy 
Felicity.  Thefe  Reader,  are  good  Documents  to  follow  s  '^^'i 
lam  now  to  prefent  thee  with  a  worthy  Prefident  to  imitate; 
pbferve  his  .l^egianing,  forget  the  middle  paflage  of  his  Li.e,  ai]4 
thou  wilt,  no  queftioi  ,  crown  .his  Head.  He  that  m^do  ail 
things  cf  nothing,  cap  of  a  'ttlc  m^ke  much,  and  multiply  ^ 
Mite  unto  a  Magazine,  as  will  eafily  appear  by  the  fucceeding 
Htltory. 

A  2  This 


4  ^e  Life  and   Death  of 

This  Richard  JVhtttington  was  fo  obfcurely  born,  that  he 
could  fcare)y  give  account  of  his  Parents  orKindred  ;  and  be- 
ing almoft  llarved  in  the  Country,  Neceffity  compelled  hinfi 
up  to  London^  hoping  to  find  more  Charity  in  the  City  than 
Country.  To  Beg  he  was  afham'd,  to  Steal  he  did  abhor  j  two 
Days  he  fpent  in  gaping  upon  the  Shops  ^nd  Buildings;  feed- 
ing his  Eyes,  but  ftarving  his  Stomach.  At  length  meerFaint- 
jiefs  compell'd  him  to  reft  on  a  Bench  beforea  Merchant's  Gate, 
where  he  not  long  fat,  but  the  Owner  of  the  Houfe  having  oc- 
cafion  of  Bufjnefs  in  the  Town,  finding  him  a  poor  fimple 
Fellow,  and  thinking  he  had  no  more  within  him  than  appear'd 
without,  he  demanded  of  him,  Why  he  loyter'd  there,  and  be- 
ing able  to  work,  did  not  apply  himfelf  to  fome  lawful  Calling; 
threatning  him  with  the  Stocks  and  Whipping-pafl.  But  the 
poor  Man,  after  making  fome  Bows  and  Scrapes,  defir'd  him  to 
pardon  him,  and  told  him.  That  he  wasadeje6led  Man,  who 
delired  any  Employment,  how  mean  orcoarfe  fo  ever,  by  which 
he  might  relieve  his  prefent  Neceffity,  his  great  Ambition  was, 
but  to  keep  his  Body  from  Naked nefs,  and  his  Stomach  from 
Hunger;  and  told  him  withal,  how  long  it  was  fmce  he  had 
tafted  Meat  or  Drink.  The  Worthy  Merchant  feeing  him  a 
perfonable  Body,  and  an  ingenious  AfpedV,  however  both  were 
clouded  under  a  ruftick  Habit,  began  fome- whatto  commiferate 
his  eftate,  and  knocking  for  a  fcrvant,  bad  him  take  in  that 
Fellow  and  give  him  fuch  Victuals  as  the  Houfe  afforded;  and 
at  his  return  he  would  have  further  Conference  with  him.  The 
Servant  did  ashecommandedandtookhimin.  The  Merchant 
went  to  theExcbrnge  about  his  Affairs;  in  which  interim  pobt- 
JVhittingion  was  had  into  the  Kitchen  to  warm  himfelf,  for 
faintnefs,  by  reafon  of  Hunger  and  Cold,  (for  it  was  then  in  the 
Winter-time)  had  quite  rob'd  him  of  his  colour.  Meat  was 
fet  before  him  in  plenty,  and  being  bred  in  the  Country,  as  thp 
old  Proveth  goeth.  He  fed  like  a  Farmer  \  and  having  fatisfiecl 
himfelf  fufficiently,  and  warm'd  himfelf  to  the  full,  a 
frefh  colonr  began  to  come  into  his  Cheeks.  At  which  th6 
Merchant's  Daughter  (hearing  ofa  newcomeGueft)  cameinto 
the  Kitchen,  and  began  to  queftion  him  of  divers  things  con- 
cerning the  Country,  to  all  which  he  gave  her  fuch  modeft  an^ 
-fenAble  Anfwers,  that  (betook  a  great  likijigto  him,  and  foleft 

him. 
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him.  Dinner  time  came,  and  Mr.  Fitzwarren  (for  fo  was  the 
Merchant  call'd)  camehome  with  a  good  Stomach,  and  brought 
a  Friend  or  two  with  him  from  the  Exchange  ;  down  they  fct 
to  Meat,  and  difcours'd  of  many  things;  mean  while  the  Ser- 
vants were  alfo  at  Dinner,  who  would  needs  have  IVhittington^ 
(tho*  he  had  fo  lately  broke  his  Faft)  to  keep  them  company: 
fomeokhem  delighting  in  his  Country  Speech,  others  diverting 
themfelves  with  his  fuppos'd  Simplicity.  But  to  come  to  the 
Purpofe  :  The  Table  being  withdrawn  in  the  Parlour,  and  the 
Guefts  departed,  and  Mr,  Fitzwarren  and  his  Daughter  left  a- 
lone  fhe  being  of  a  good  and  gentle  Difpofition  began  to  com- 
mend his  Charity  concerning  the  poor  Man  whom  he  relieved! 
that  Morning;  to  whom  he  anfwer'd,  God a-mercy  Daughter^^ 
thou  haft  done  well  to  remember  me^fuch  a  one  Ifcnt  indeed :  Bui  have 
my  Servants  done  as  1  commanded  them  f  and  where  is  he  now?" 
Who  anfwcr'd  him.  That  (he  had  given  Orders  that  he 
ftiould  ftay  at  Dinner,  and  not  depart  the  Houfe  till  he  himfelf 
had  fpoken  wiihhim.  At  which  they  both  went  into  the  Hall, 
and  call'd  theFellow  before  themj  who  appeared  unto  them  with 
fuch  a  bafliful  Humility  that  it  feem^d  to  them  both  to  beg  a 
Charity ;  fomc  Language  paft  betwixt  them  concerning  him, 
which  gavethem  content:  at  length  they  bid  him  retire.  When 
the  Father  and  the  Daughterhadfome  private  Conference  con- 
cerning him,  (he  urged  to  entertain  him  into  his  Houfe,  and 
that  there  would  be  fomeEmploymentfor  him  either  to  run  orgo 
ofErrands,  or  elfe  to  do  fome  Drudgery  in  the  Kitchen,  as  mnking 
of  Fires,  fcouring  of  Kettles  andthelike.  To  whom  the  Father 
reply'd.  That  indeed  this  Work  might  be  worth  his  Meat,  buthc 
had  no  Lodging  to  fpare.  She  again  arlfwered,  That  there 
were  Garrets  that  were  put  to  no  tife  at  all,  and  in  one  of  them 
he  might  conveniently  be  lodged,  without  any  Trouble. 

Well,  at  lengih  he  was  admitted,  and  made  a  Member  of 
the  Family  :  in  which  he  demeaned  himfelf  fo  well  by  his  wil- 
lingnefs  to  run,  or  go,  or  do  any  Service,  how  rrlean  foever, 
that  he  got  the  good  Will  of  all  the  whole  Houfhold,  only  the 
Kitchen  Maid  being  a  curd  Quean,  and  knowing  him  to  be 
an  under  Servant  to  her,  domineer'd  over  him,  and  ufed  hina 
very  coarfly,  of  which  he  would  never  complain,  tho'  he  had 
caufe  enough.     The  Garret  in  wh'ch  he  lay,  by  reafonit  had 
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been  long  ynfrequenied  was  voiibled  with  R^p  a^i^  Mice,  ifl.-?, 
fomuch  that  he  couid  not  fleep  in  the  Night>  but  they  run  ov^ar" 
his  Face  an<i  much  difturb'd  hira  in  his  Reft-j  to  prevent  whi^-. 
having  got  a  Penny,  either  for  going  of  art  Effand,  or  for  makr; 
ipg  clean  Boots  or  Shoes,  with  that  he  bought  a  yoyng  Cat* 
which  he  kept  in  his  Gart^t,  and  whatsoever  he  had  ^rgrti  ihp 
reverfion  ^f  the  Servants  Table,  hp  would  be  A»re  to  r^ferv© 
part  for  her,  becaufe  he  had  found  by  experience,  that  ftvf 
had  rid  him  of  ihe  former  Inconveniencies,  The  ijUftorif? 
teib  us,  that  Mr.  Fitzwarren  was  fp  generous,  that  he  never 
adventured  any  Ship  to  Sea,  but  he  would  have  hi^  payghtefj 
his  CaQiier,  and  every  one  of  his  Servants,  what  or  v/hatfoever 
to  .put  in  fomething,  and  to  adventure  with  him,  and  according 
to  that  proportion  which  they  could  fpare,  every  one  receiv'4 
to  a  token  at  the  return  of  the  Ship  :  His  Daughter  ihe  begun, 
the  reit  followed,  and  the  Servants  borrow'd  out  of  theiy 
Wages  ;  every  one  according  to  their  .abilities :  And  when 
they  all  had  done^  fVhittmgion  was  remembred  and  cali'd  for© 
and  his  Mafter  telling  him  the  cuftom  of  his  tjouie,  aike4 
him.  What  he  had  to  hazard  in ;thi^  adventure  f  Wijp  rpplyl4 
again,  He  was  a  poor  Man,  having  nothing  in  the  Wgrldj 
faving  the  Gloaths  upon  his  3ack,  but  for  Money  had  npne  aJ 
ail.  Then  his  Daughter  drew  out  her  Purfe,  and  told  her  K^i-^ 
ther,  That  for  his  Servant  IVhittingian^  (he  would  lay^  dpWjii 
whaifoever  he  would  deftre.  Who  anfwered,.  That  what  fc 
had  rpoken  was  nothing  to  the  purpofe;  whatfoever  was  ven- 
tur'd  in  that  kind,  muft  be  out  of  one^s  proper  Goods  and 
Chattels  ;  and  again  demanded  of  him.  If  be  had  any  thing  he 
could  call  his  own,  to  put  to  hazard,  and  charged  him  deeply 
concerning  this  point  ;  who  making  fomeneedlefs  Legs,  toW 
him,  I'hat  he  had  nothinghe  could  call  his,  faving  a  Cat  which 
he  had  bought,  which  he  could  not  fpare,  becaufe  Ocit  had  done 
him  fo  many  good  Offices,  and  told  them  every  CirCumflaoCe 
before  related  ;  which  when  the  Merchant  heard,,  he  told  himj 
That  he  Ihould  venture  that  Commodity,  and  none  elfe,,  and 
charged  him  to  fetch  her  .inflantly,  for  the  Ship,  (whi^h  yf?^ 
called  the  Unicorn)  was  fallen  down  as  low  as  Blackwally  ?ix\^ 
all  their  Lading  was  already  aboard.  Wbiitington,  althp'  un- 
willing to  part  from  fo  good  a  Companion,  yet  being  forced 
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by  his  Maftcr^s  Command,  brought  her,  and  (not  without 
Tears)  deliver'd  her  to  hisFa<Slor,  who  was  partly  glad  of  her, 
by  reafon  they  were  troubled  with  Rats  and  Mice  in  the  3hip, 
which  not  only  fpotl'd  their  Vi<5luals  but  damag'd  cbeir  Wares; 

1  muft  leave  the  Cat  on  her  Voyage,  and  horol-l  Whittingion 
at  Land,  who  by  that  curft  Qtiean  the  Kitchen  Maid,  was  fo 
beaten  and  abufed,  that  he  v.'as  as  weary  of  his  Life,  as  of  his- 
Sfervice  ;  for  fhe  (ufurping  on  his  Plainnefs  and  Modqfty): 
would  be  quarrelling  with  him  upon  every  fmall  or  no  occalion 
atsril;  fometimes  beating  him  with  the  Broom,  fcmetimcs 
faying  him  over  the  Shoulders  with  a  Ladle,  Spit,  or  what 
came  next  to  her  Hand^  being  of  fo  dogged  a  Difpofition,  that 
file  ftiH  continued  her  Cruelty  towards  him,  and  therefore  he 
refolved  with  himfelf  to  run  away,  and  for  that  purpofe  he  had 
bundled  apiho/e  few  Cloaths  which  he  had,  and  before  Dzf 
broke^  was  got  as  far  as  Btmh'iU-.  and  there  he  fat  down  to  cooi 
iider  with  himfelf  what  Courie  he  had  beft  to  take  ;  where  by 
ci?ance  (it  being  ■^U-heHows-doy)  Bow-Chgrch  3e'ls  began  to 
ring  a  merry  Peal,  and  as  he  apprehendeil,  wer«  tiin'd  to  this 
Dilty.     Tm-ti  cgain  VVhittington,.  L^rd  Mnycr  c/Lomloti. 

.^(urn  ag<iinVv^h\tl\ng^on-).Lcrii-AI&yc?'sf  London,     ,;• 

This  ftruck  Oich  a  gneat  Imprtirjon  on  him,  that  finding 
ho:\<^>eaT}y  it  was,  afj-d  that  he,  mi^ht  get  back  to  his  Maft^r't^ 
Houfe  before  any  of  the  Family  wrrc  {tirr  ing,  he  refolved  to  go 
back,  amd  found  ei'crv  Thing  acccrtiiagto  his  WiHies^  info- 
muoh  that  when  the  Houfbold  were  up,  none  could  chalieiige 
him  to  have  been  miflkig.  And  li'us  1^  continijed  in  h.U 
Plainnefs  and  Honefty,  belov'd  of  all,  fave  the  Kitchen-clru4ge. 

ftome  now  to  te^  you  what  became  of  his  Adv.en.ture  :  Ir 
fo  happen^i  that  the  Ship  was  by  bad  Weather  d(flven  <3^ 
the'Coaft.of  Bi?r^/7?7,  where  never  any  Eiigli/hi  or  fcarce  any 
ChrifHan,  had  ever  traded  before,  v/here  'they  ofie red  thei^v 
CfcamlnodJtres  to.Sale.  ,  Tiie  M^rs c^fi\c:i.own  in  Multitudes, 
tnoch  ^taken  with  the  Beaue>'  of  the  Ship,  for  they  had  nevjef 
Teen  any  of  that  Bignefs  befare  :  But  when  they. had  taken  ^^ 
View  of  their  Ccmr»5odlties,  as  HaK^bets,  Knives,  Looking^ 
Glaffcs,  Fifh-hooksv  &c.  butefpccially  their  Cloths  c^  various 
Colours,  they  brbught  them  Gpid  in  abundance,  for  it  wa,s 
tnore  plenty  mth  themi  than  JjiQf^l  witk  U5.  T^fv  ^J(8>vs  ^yas- 
i  foor. 
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fo6n  carried  to  the  Kiag,  Who  feht  fome  of  his  chief  Nobility 
to  bring  him  fome  of  every  Commodity  that  was  in  the  Ship^ 
which  when  he  faw,  they  pleafed  him  well,  fending  for  the 
Matter  and  Fa6tor  to  Court  he  bargain'd  with  them  for  their 
whole  La:1ing  j  nor  would  he  fuffer  them  to  depart  till  he  had 
feafted  them  royally.  The  Fafhion  of  the  Moors  is  not  to  fit 
at  Table,  but  to  have  a  rich  Carpet  fpread  upon  the  Ground, 
and  when  the  Meat  is  ferved  in,  the  King  as  well  as  the  re^y 
fit  round  about  crofs-leg'd  like  Taylors  ;  and  in  that  manner 
our  Englifh  are  fet  at  the  King's  Banquet ;  but  the  Meat  was 
no  fconer  lerved  in,  but  Swarms  of  Rats  and  Mice  feizcd  upon 
the  Difhes,  and  fnatch'd  away  the  Meat  even  from  the  King 
And  Queen's  Trenchers  :  At  which  the  Fa6tor  being  amazed^ 
a(ked  (by  an  Interpreter)  if  they  preferved  thofe  Vermin  for 
fport,  or  if  they  were  not  troublefome  to  them  ?  He  was  an- 
fwered.  That  they  were  the  greateft  Vexation  unto  them  that 
could  be  poffible,  and  by  reafon  of  their  multitudes  they  could 
not  be  dcftroyed  ;  but  the  King  would  give  half  his  Revenue, 
if  he  could  but  clear  the  Court  of  them  ;  not  only  his  Table, 
but  his  Bed-Chamber  fwarming  with  them,  fo  that  he  durft 
not  lay  down  to  reft  without  a  Watch  about  him,  to  keep  'em 
off  his  Pillow.  To  which  the  Fadior  reply'd.  That  they  had 
a  Beaft  aboard,  which  he  made  no  doubt  would  rid  them  of  all 
thofe  Vermin.  Which  being  told  the  King,  he  rofe  from  his 
place,  and  embracing  the  Fadtor,  told  him.  If  he  could  fhew 
him  fuch  a  Creature,  he  would  baliance  his  VefTcl  with  Silver 
and  lade  her  with  Gold  and  Pearl.  Who  apprehending  the 
Occafion,  made  very  coy  of  the  Bufinefs,  telling  him,  it 
was  a  Creature  of  great  Value  and  not  common  ;  befides  they 
could  not  fpare  her  from  the  Ship,  in  regard  when  they  were 
aflcepyet  fhe  was  ftill  waking,  to  preferve  their  Merchandize 
and  Provifion  from  the  like  Spoil.  The  more  dainty  he  made 
of  the  Matter,  the  more  earncft  the  King  was  for  this  Beafti 
infomuch,  that  (he  was  prefently  fent  for,  and  a  fecond  Feaft 
prepared,  when  the  Rats  and  Mice  appearing  as  they  did  before, 
the  Merchant  having  the  Cat  under  his  Cloak,  the  King  dc^ 
fired  to  fee  the  Thing  he  had  fo  much  commended  ;  when 
prefently  cafting  her  among  them,  fhe  no  fooner  faw  thefe 
Vermin,  but  fhe  fell  on  them  with  fuch  Fury,  that  here  lay  one 
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panting:,  there  another  quite  dt^d,  nor  left  them  tilt  (he  hwd 
-frighted  and  difperft  the  whole  Number ;  but  fuch  a-^  fhe  fsiz'd 
their  CarcalTe.v  lay  there  as  WitneiTes  of  their  unexpev^ed 
Slaughter;  Great  Pleafure  took  the  King  and  Nobility'  in  thd 
5port,  vowing  that  the  hunting  ofthe  Lion  was  not  equal  to  it. 
One  beg?n  to  praife  her  for  hefr  Colour,  another  for  her  Valour  J 
one  faid  fhe  had  the  Countenance  of  a  Lion,  and  every  ond 
gave  his  Sentence.  When  the  Cat  finding  no  more  Work  tO 
do,  went  round  to  the  King  and  Qi>een,  purring  and  curling, 
which  they  aporehended  to  be",  as  it  iLe  required  of  them  what 
fhe  had  deferved  for  her  late  Service. 

In  fhort,  no  Price  could  part  them,  ^ti'd  the  rather  when  thd 
Factor  had  told  the  King  that  fhe  was  with  Kittens,  and  that 
her  Brood  would  in  a  few  Years  furnifh  the  whole  King'.^onl  J 
fo  that  fPlrMingtcris  Cat  furmounted  all  the  Ship's  Lading  be- 
fidej'with  which  unexpe(fted  Gain  we  bring  them  fafe  into 
England y  the  Maf?er  and  fome  other  Officers  went  to  MK 
Fitzwarrens  to  give  account  of  theVcyage.  Bur  thefe  CafketS 
of  Jewels  and  "Pearlsj  with  other  unvaluable  Riches,  which 
were  given  for  the  Cat.  they  caufcd  to  he  brought  along,  not 
daring  to  truft  them  in  the  Ship.  The  Bills  of  lading,  and  the 
benefit  of  the  return  of  the  Commodities  being  viewed  and 
confidered  by  the  Owner,  he  praifed  Go&  for  fo  p.ofperous  a 
Voyage;  and  called  his  Servants,  and  gave  Order,  that  accord- 
ins  to  their  Adventures  every  one  fhouM  receive  his  Portion; 
At  length  cafttng  his  Eye  on  thefe  rich  Caflcets  and  Cabinetsj 
he  afl^ed,  to  whofc  Sha/e  they  bc'onged  ?  Who  whifpered  hirrt 
in  the  Ear,  and  faid,  to  po^r  IVhiitington,  relating  every  Parti^ 
cular  :  To  whom  Mr.  Fitzvuarren  replv'd,  //  thfy  be  his^  God 
forbid  ]  foould  keep  from  him  the  leaflihat  is  his  R:ght ;  ard  ccni- 
manded  him  to  be  fent  for  by  the  N^me  of  Mr.  Whittington, 
7'he  Servants  knowing  jiothing  of  the  Bofinefs  went  to  hini 
in  the  Kitchen,  wherehe  was  then  d(-ing  his  daily  Drudgery, 
and  told  him  he  mufl  come  to  his  Mafrcr  prtfently  into  the 
Parlour.  The  poor  Man  excufed  h  rnrtU  that  his  Shoes  were 
dirty,  and  the  Room  wa^  rub'd.  But  f^ill  the  Mafler  cali'd  for 
Mrjrhittifigtcr!.  til!  he  vi'as  br«  t  before  him,  and  having  fcrap'd 
a  few  Legs  he  took  h  m  by  the  Ha-  d.  ard  called  for  a  Chair 
for  Mr,  IVkktirigton  :  His  Daughier,  the  Captain^  and  Fa<Sbf, 
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fa:uted  him  by  the  Nadie  of  Mr.  IFhltttngton,  and  forced  him 
t,  fit  dru n  5  he  wondering  what  this  fhould  mean,  defir'd  them 
nut  to  mock  a  poor  fimple  Man,  who  meant  no  Flarm,  &c. 
and  wept,  defiring  them  not  to  deride  his.  Poverty ;  for  his 
Ambition  was  never  to  come  To  high  as  from  the  Kitchen  to 
the  HalK   much  leCs  from  the  Hall   to  the  Parlour. 

Then  came  hi.-  Mafler  to  him  ferioufly  and  faid,  Indeed  Mr. 
Whittiugton,  ive  are  in  goodEarneJi^  for  you  are  at  this  Time  a 
much  better  Man  than  myfel/^  Ihevving  him  the  Cabinets,  and 
how  richly  ihey  were  lin'd.  When  he  preccived  by  all  their 
earneft  Afleverations  that  all  was  true,  he  firft  fell  down  upon 
his  Knees,  and  gave  God  nioft  hearty  Thanks,  who  out  of  his 
great  Bmnty  would  vouchfafe  to  caft  an  Eye  upon  fo  poor  and 
wretched  a  Creature  as  himfelf  :  Then  turning  to  his  Mafter, 
he  pretented  all  his  Riches  before  him,  and  told  him.  That  all 
he  had  was  at  his  Jervice ;  who  anfwer'd  him,  Th?>t  for  his 
own  part,  God  ha'd  lent  him  fufficient,  neither  would  he  take 
from  him  the  value  of  one  Ducket.  He  came  next,  and  with  a 
low  Leg  faluted  his  Miftrefs,  and  told  her  That  when  fhc  was 
pleafed  to  make  choice  of  a  Hulband,  he  would  make  her  the 
richeft  Marriage  in  London^  becaufe  Ihe  was  fo  willing,  out  of 
her  •.>wn  Purle;  (when  he  was  pennilefs)  to  la>*out  for  his  Ad- 
venture. 7^J  the  Pilot  and  Mafter,  and  every  (3fficcr  and 
common  Sailer,  he  gave  liberally  according  to  their  degree, 
evep.  to  the  Ship-boy,  and  then  to  ^v^r^f  Servant  of  the  Houfe  ; 
fiay  to  the  verv  Kiuhen- Wench,  who  was  fo  churlifti  to  him, 
and  hal  fo  often  baited  him  inftead  of  their  Meats,  having 
caufed  her  to  f^e  caflf  d  to  him,  he  gave  a  Hundred  Pounds  to- 
wards he:  Marriage.  This  being  done.  Cioaths  and  Linen  of 
the  befl^  were  Tent  for,  and  h»s  Lodging  in  the  Garret,  was 
.  changed  mto  the  belt  Chamber  of  the  Hovife.  And  when  the 
Barb.r  had  been  with  him  and  'he  reft,  to  make  him  compleat 
in  hia  Habit,  there  was  a  ftrange  and  fudden  Metamorphofis  j 
for  out  of  a  fmoakv  and  diny  Kitchen-drudge,  there  appeared 
a  proper  and  wei!  prcportioned  Man,  and  a  genteel  Merchant, 
infomuch  that  his  y';ung  Miftrefs  began  to  caft  a  more  amorous 
E\  e  upon  him  than  before-,  which  nor  a  little  pleafed  her  Father 
wno  intenc.^d  a  ^4?'ch  bet  a  ixt  them.  1  he  Report  of  this 
great  Adventure  was  foon  noifed  through  the  City,  infomuch 
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that  his  Matter  intreated  his  late  Servant  to  walk  with  him  to 
the  Exchange  to  fee  the  Fafhion  of  the  Merchants,  which  he 
did  ;  where  all  of  them  came  about  him  and  faluted  him  ;  de- 
iiring  of  him  better  and  furtlver  Acquaintance :  Some  c  )m- 
mended  him  for  his  Perfon,  others  for,  his  modeft  Anfwers  and 
difcreet  Carriage. 

Within  a  few  Weeks  the  Match  was  propounded  betwixt 
Mr.  Whiiiington  and  Mifs.  Alice^  and  willingly  entertained  by 
both,  and  not  without  great  Coft,  with  the  Invitation  of  the 
Lord  Mayor,  and  Aldermen,  very  nobly  celebrated  ;  and  the 
Bridegroom  by  this  means  had  got  acquaintance  with  the  bt-fl-. 
After  this,  his  Father-in-law  demanded  of  his  Son,  what  he 
purpofed  to  take  in  hand  (his  Freedom  being  ofFer'd  him) 
Who  anfwcr'd.  That  fmce  God  had  blefl  him  in  his  f'iall 
adventure,  he  would  not  ieave  it  off,  but  prove  Ms  goodnefs  in 
greater,  and  that  his  purpofe  was  to  turn  Merchant,  which 
reply  gave  him  no  fmall  content,  in  regard  he  knew  the  beft 
amongft  them  would  be  glad  to  have  the  Society  of  fo  hopeful 
a  Citizen,  which  he  contlnu'd,  adventuring  in  divers  Bottoms 
with  his  Father,  and  had  very  profperous  Returns. 

The  Time  being  come  when  he  was  prickt  for  Sheriff,  he 
modedly  refufed,  as  unable  to  take  fo  great  a  Charge,  and  would 
have  paid  his  Fine,  which  his  Father-in-law  wmld  not  fuffer, 
at  whofe  Perfuafions  he  took  the  Place,  in  which  i  e  b-hav'd 
fo  well,  that  he  left  it  wiih  a  general  Love  ar^d  /\p')ro'->ati  n, 
infomuch  that  the  Eye  of  the  whole  City  w:is  fi  on  ^im,  in 
expectation  of  what  a  profitable  Member  he  rrnght  tuturely 
prove.     This  happened  in  the   Year  of  our  Lord  1493. 

In  the  Year  1497,  ^"^  21ft  of  the  King's  Reign,  SirMitlard 
JVhittingtoii  was  Lord  Mayor  oi  London^  and  held  his  Place.  ^Ith 
great  Reputation  and  Honour  :  At  this  Time  there  was  much 
Difcontent  in  the  Kingdom,  by  reafon  of  Differences  '  vixt 
the  King  and  Commons  -,  the  Circumftances  whereof  1,  .  o 
long  to  relate  ;  only  one  Thing  is  worthy  cf  Obfervationj 
Whether  by  hisAdventures  or  no,  may  it  be  queiiioned,  bring- 
ing yearly  fuch  Store  of  Gold,  Silks,  Velvets,  Diam^^nds, 
Jewels,  ^c.  into  the  Kingdom,  might  be  the  Caufe  d  that 
extravagant  Pride  in  Apparel  which  was  ufed  in  thofe  Days. 
As  Hardifty  Fabran^  and  others  have  left  to  Menu)ry,'  in  that 
B  2  Year 
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Year  of  his  Mayoralty,  and  .after,  there  reforted  to  the  King's 
Court  at  iheif  Pleafurtrs  dailv,  at  the  leaft  lOjCOO  Perfons.  ,ln 
his  Kitchen  were  300  Servitors,  and  in  every  Office  according 
to  that  rate.  Muitovcr.  of  Ladies,  Chamber-Maids  and  Lan- 
drefles,  above  300,  and  they  all  exceeded  in  coftly  Apparel, 
far  above  their  D  grees  ;  even  the  Yeomen  and  Grooms  were 
cloathed  in  biljcs,  at.d  Velvets,  with  Imbroidery,  rich  Furs,  and 
Qoldfmith's  Work,  devifingvtry  ftrange  and  ne.w,Faftiion$. 

Apain,  in  1496,  and    in  the  8th  of  Henry  IV.  Sir  Richard 
Whittiugton  was  a  fecond  Time  Lord  Mavor.     And  in  I499>- 
being  the  7th  of  Henry  V.   he  again  fupply'd  the  Prctorfhtp:  ^ 
And  which  is  more  remarkable  of  him  than  of  any  other,  he 
was  once  Sheriff,  and  three  times  Lord  Mayor  of  this  Honour- 
able City,  in  three  feveral  Reigns. 

Now  to  cut  oiF  all  Circumttances,  and  come  clofe  to  th^  ; 
matter,  we  may  eafilv  find  wh^t  this  Man  was,  by  the  pious   ; 
Acts  done  in  his  Lite  tn  the  City's  prefent  Grace,  Ufe  and  Be-  ;^ 
nefit,  and  to  his  own  blefled  Memory  :  In  the  Vintry-Ward  he   " 
built  a  Church,  and  dedicated  it  to  St.  MichaeU  callirig  it  PaUr-  . 
nojler  in  the  Royal^  and  added  to  it  a  College,  founded  to  St. 
Ma^y-,  and  placeu  therein  a  Prefident  and  four  Fellows,  befides 
ye^sriy  Alhnvances  toCleikb  and  Scholars,  near  which  he  ereded 
an  Hofpital,  which  he  called  Qod'sHoufe^iox  thirteen  poorMen, 
and  thtfe,  according^ .to  the  buperftition  of  thofeDays,  were  to 
pfay  for  the  Souis  v.i  his  Father-in-law,  Hugh  Fitzwarreriy  and 
Dame  Molde  his  Wife,  tor  whom  he  erected  a  f4ir  Tomb  in  the  ,; 
Church  he  before  built,  leaving  aifo  a  place  for  himfelf,  and 
Dame  /Hice  his  Lady,  when  it  Ihould  pleafe  God  to  call  them.    . 
In  which l-'iace  they  we/e  afterwards,  according  to  theirDecree, 
very  honorably  interred,   great  Lamentation  being  made   for  - 
hm  by  the  Commons  of  the  City.     He  builded  another  brav.e 
Structure,  which  he  called  after  his  own  Name,  IVhittington^ y 
College^  with  a  perpetual  Allowance  for  Divinity-LecTtures   tp/' 
be  read  there  forever ;  leaving  good  Land    for  the  Maintain- 
nance  thereof.     And  on  the  Welt  Side  of  the  City  he  built 
fhat  famous  Gate  and  Prifon,  to  this  Day  called  Newgate^  and 
thereupcn  caufed  the  Merchant's  Arms  to  be  graven  in  Stone. 
|ip  added  to  St.  BartholoTm'W^  Hofpital,  and  was  at  the  Charge 
^f  repairing  thereof. 
'      '  -  -  ■  Further^ 
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Further,  at  Grty-Fryars  m  London^  he  ere6led  a  Library,  as 
a  Teftlmony  of  the  g^eat  Love  he  hid  for  Learning.  Ajtq, 
that  Place  which  is  cai  ed  ip.Q,^i.cki  to  this  Day,  a  g(X)d  Houfe 
of  Stone  whicn  ferved  for  aFJcfh-Maricct,  arida  Filli-iVIarket, 
greatly  beneficial  to  the  City.  Befides,  he  enlarged  Guild  HalU 
and  glazed  moft  or  all  of  che  Windows  at  his  own  Cofl-,  paving 
the  Hal',  and  contributing  largely  to  the  Ljbrarv,  adding  to 
thofe  places  a  Conduit,  which  yieldeth  ftore  of  wholfome 
Water,  to  the  general  good. 

M'  reover,  It  is  lecorded,  that  in  time  of  this  worthy  Pretor, 
Sir  R.  JVlittingtoTiy  the  glorious  City  <>f  Co^Jiantincple  was  taken 
hy  Mahonidt,  ihe  lecond  Prince  of  the  T'^rii,  whofe  Soldiers 
faclced  it  with  all  Ext.emity,  and  on^itted  no  manner  of  Vi- 
olence to  •either  Virgins,  VVomen  or  Babes.  7  h.s  Sir  Rich. 
fVoittington  had  Trail vkfr^^'ni  thence  by  hi  FatS^ors  whicii  there 
abode,  and  were  tncu  t^  ken  Prifi-ncrs  :  fo  that  he  VM  near 
Fifteen  Th^ufand  Pou.ids ;  which  when  he  heard  of.  was  not 
fo  much  as  cafl  down  or  difmay'd,  but  fi.id,  God  uu  fend  more. 
-  In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  141 9,  in  which  air  A.  ^-btttii-igtan 
was  the  third  time  inaugurated  into  the  Mayoralty,  as  -Jtiore 
mentioned.  King  Henry  the  Fifth,  who  having  cof-qu^red  the 
greatcft  part  oi  France^  and  cfpoufed  Katharine  fole  iJaUi;hier 
to  the  King,  and  Heir  to  the  Crown,  taking  leave  of  his  i\\r 
ther-in-law,  embarked  with  h'sRovaiBr.ide.  ar;d  iai!dedati/Vc/(?r 
upon  Candlemas  Day,  leaving  in  France  for  his  Deputy  hts  Bro- 
ther, the  Duke  of  Clarence  :  from  thence  arrived  at  Loffdon^  the 
fourteenth,  D.y  of  February^  and  the  Q^teen  came  thither  the 
one  and  twentieth  Day  of  the  fame  Month,  being  met  upon 
Blackheath  by  the  Lord  A'layor  and  the  Aldermen,  and  three 
Hundred  Citizens,  in  Gold  Chains,  and  coftly  Habits,  with  o-r 
ther  fumptuous  and  bra.'e  Devices,  as  Pageants,  Speeches  an4 
Shows,  to  the  great  Delight  and  Content  of  their  moft  facied 
Majefties. 

I  come  now  to  difcourfe  of  Sir  Richard  Whittingtor^^  Invi- 
tatation  of  the  Kir^g  and  Queen  into  the  City,  where  he 
bountifully  feailed  them  at  his  own  Houfe,  and  at  his  own 
proper   Coft    and    Charge. 

Ho>v  ^reat  and  magnificent  the  Londoners  Feafts  be  even 
amongft  themfelyes,   efpecially   ^t  that   high    ^ijd  pompous 
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Feftival  at  Guild-Hall,  the  Day  after  Simon  and  Judei  at  the 
folemn  Inauguration  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  who  but  knows  ?  As 
alfo  the  ordinary  Tables  of  tke  Lord -Mayor  and  Sheriffs, 
where  there  is  free  and  generous  Entertainment  for  all  Men  of 
Fafliion  and  Qiiality  j  the  like  both  for  plenty  ot  Difhes,  and 
order  of  Service  is  not  elfewhere  to  be  found  ihra*  Europe  :  If 
then  their  daily  Provifion  be  fo  coftly,  what  may  we  think  their 
Variety  and  Rarity  was  at  the  entertainment  of  two  fuch  great 
Majefties  :  I  muft  therefore  leave  it  to  the  Reader's  Imagina- 
tion, being  fo  far  tranfcending  Exprefiion  :  Let  it  therefore 
give  fatisfacStion  to  any  one  that  doubts  thereof,  that  it  wns  per- 
formed to  the  ev^rlaftmg  Reputarion  of  the  Inviter,  the  Honour 
of  the  City,  and  Content  of  thofe  Royal  Pejfonages  invked. 
I  (hall  now  fpeak  of  the  Fire  which  he  made  in  the  Prefence- 
chamber,  where  the  King  and  Queen  then  dined,  which  was 
only  of  fweet  and  odoriferous  Wood,  far  exceeding  the  fmeil 
of  Juniper  ;  for  it  was  mixed  with  Mace,  Cinnamon,  and  other 
CoiWy  Spices,  which  did  caft  fuch  a  pleafant  Savor,  that  it  pleafed 
his  Majefty  to  call  him  unto  him,  and  fay,  My  good  Lord- 
Mayor ^  though  your  Fare  he  choice^  cojlly  and  abundant,  yd  above 
all  Tlmgs  I  have  cbferved  in  your  Noble  Entertaimnent,  ^tbis  Fire 
which  you  have  provided  for  me,  gives  me  mojl  Content. 

To  whonvSir  Richard  IVbiitington  made  Anfwer,  It  much 
rejoiceth  ?ne.  Dread  Sovereign,  that  any  Thing  that  remaineth  in  my 
Power,  can  give  your  Highncf  the  leajl  Caufe  to  be  pleafed  :  but 
ftnceyou  praife  this  Fire  already  made,  I  purpofe  ere  your  Sacred 
Majpjly  depart,  to  entertain  you  with  one,  (1  hope)  that  Jh  all  content 
you  much  better.  The  King  not  thinking  it  could  be  poffiblc» 
defired  him  to  make  a  Proof  thereof:  when  he  (having  before 
provided  himfelf  for  that  purpofe)  brought  a  great  Bu'ndle  of 
Bonds,  Indentures,  and  Covenants  under  his  Arm,  faid  thus  to 
the  King,  Royal  Sovereign,  to  whom  I  owe  both  my  Fortunes  and 
my  Life,  I  have  here  a  Fagot  on  purpofe  left  for  this  Fire,  which  I 
hope  willfmell  much  -more  fweetly  than  the  jirji  in  yourNrJlrils :  For, 
faith  he,  here  is  firjl  your  Higlnefss  Security  for  ten  Thoufand 
Marks  lent  you  for  the  Maintainance  of  your  Royal  fVars  0/ France, 
by  the  Right  fVorJhipftd  Company  of  tJje  Merce'rs,  which  I  here  can- 
eel,  andcaji  into  the  Fire  :  Fifteen  Hundred  lent  by  the  City  to  your 
Majefly,  J  fend  after  the  former  ;  Two  Thvfand  Marks  borrowed 
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ofih^  Grocers  Company,  three  Thoufand  of  the  Skinners^  oiie  TIjou- 
fand  of  the  hon-mor.gers,  one  Thoufavd  of  theMerchaTit-Jiaplers,  of 
the  Goldfmiths  three  Thoufund^  of  the  Haberdajhers  as  much y  of  the 
Vifitners,  Brewers,  and  Brown-bakers,  three  Thou  fand  Marks, 
All  the fc  you  fee  are  cancel d  and  burnt,  faiih  he,  liith  divers  other 
Bonds  for  Aloney  lent  by  wy  Father -In-law,  Aldenm.n  Fitzvvarren, 
for  the  Pa\?nerA  of  your  Soldiers  i?i  France  ;  ivhich  come  unto  me  by 
Executorfuip^  1  have  taken  in  and  difharged.  Others  there  are  like- 
wife  due  to  me  of  no  fmcdl  Sums,  by  divers  of  your  l^ohiliiy  here  pre^ 
fent,  all  which  with  the  frmer,  I  have  facrif.cdto  the  Love  and  Hc-^ 
nou*-  of  my  Dread  Sovereign,  amounting  to  the  Sum  of  three  Score 
Thotjfdnd  Pninds  Sterling  :  And  can  your  Mojejiy  f  l^ith  he)  defire 
to  fit  by  a  Fire  of  more  jweet  Scent  and  Savor  ?    At  this  the  King  | 

was  much  extafy'd,  and  the  rather  hecaufe  it  came  unexpe6ted-  I 

ly,  and  from  (0  free  a  Spirk,  and  embracing  him  in  his  Arms,  ] 

faid  to  him,  That  he  thought  never  King  had  fuch  a  Subje£^, 
and  at  his  Departure,  did  him  all  the  Grace  and  Honour  that 
could  defcend  from  a  King  to  a  Subjedt,  promifinghim  more- 
over, Thathefnould  ever  {?and  In  the  fird  Rank  of  thofe  whom 
he  favoured.  And  fo  theLord  Mayor  bearir.g  the  Sword  before 
their  two  moft  facred  A^ajefries  as  far  ar<  Tembh-bar;  the  King 
for  his  former  Service,  and  his  kmd  and  loving  Entertainment 
at  that  time,  and  the  Noble- men  for  that  extraordinary  Cour- 
tefie  offered  them,  all  unitedly  and  unanimoufiy  commended 
his  Goodnefs,  applauded  his  BounH ,  and  wifhed  that  he  might 
JiVe  to  perpetual  Memory,  and  fo  bid  him  and  all  his  for  that 
time  adieu. 

To  omit  all  other  Ci;cumilances  ;  having  acquainted  you 
with  the  poor  and  mean  Eftate  of  this  Sir  R.  fVhiitingtony 
when  he  came  firft  into  the  City  of  London,  and  by  what  means, 
was  relieved  in  his  miferable  Poverty  ;  as  alfo  the  fortunate 
Succefs  of  his  Imall  Adventure,  whereby  he  was  raifed  unto  fo 
-  great  Honour  that  he  became  a -City's  Governour,  and  hov? 
difcreetly  and  wifely  he  behav'u  himfelf  in  bis  Authority  and 
Office,  gaining  thereby  the  Love  and  Probation  of  all  Men  : 
And  further,  having  fhew'd  you  what  goodly  Buildings  have 
been  raifed  by  his  great  Cofl  and  Charge  ;  as  one  Church,  two 
Colleges,  and'certain  Alms-hou(es,  vvith  yearly  Means  left  for 
the  Maintenance  of   all  fuch  as  (hall  be  admitted  into  them  ; 

and 
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and  many  other  charitable  ABs  performed  by  him,  which  a-e 
to  the  great  good  and  benefit  m  the  Citv. 

I  will  now  conclude  with  Mr.  Stow;  *  O  that  London  had  a 

*  Parkn^ar  adjoning  to  it  ftored  with  iuch  Deer ;  as  df)ubtlefs 

*  it  hath,   tho'  noteafiiy  known,    for  fome  buiid  Alms-houfes, 

<  Free-Schools,    Caufeways,   and  Bridges,  in  needful  Paces; 
'others  rep  tir  ruin'd  and  decay'd  Churches,  reheving  Hffp'tals 

*  in  a  bountiful  Manner,  and  are  weekly  Benefactors  to  Prifo- 

<  ners,  and  thofe  performed  by  fuch  Agents  faithfully,  that  the 

*  true  Beftowers  are  not  puo  ickly  noted,  however  they  may  be 
^eaftly  ft-ppofed  ;  but  the  Glory  tficy  feek  to  evade  here,  will 

*  (nodouDv)  fur  ever  fhine  on  themelfe-where." 

FINIS. 
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